
October 25, 2023

St. Clairsville, Ohio                                    October 25, 2023      

The Board of Commissioners of Belmont County, Ohio, met this day in regular session.  Present: J. P. Dutton, Jerry Echemann and Josh Meyer, 
Commissioners and Bonnie Zuzak, Clerk of the Board.   
  

MEETINGS ARE NOW BEING RECORDED 
ALL DISCUSSIONS ARE SUMMARIZED.  FOR COMPLETE PROCEEDINGS 

PLEASE SEE CORRESPONDING CD FOR THIS MEETING DAY. 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING RECAPITULATION  
OF VOUCHERS FOR THE VARIOUS FUNDS 
 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve and sign all bills that have been certified in the Auditor's office 
and considered by the Board.  It is hereby ordered that the County Auditor issue her warrant on the County Treasurer in payment of the bills 
allowed: 
IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $1,944,559.47 
 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
 Mr. Dutton  Yes 
 Mr. Echemann  Yes 
 Mr. Meyer  Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF TRANSFERS WITHIN FUND  
 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve the following transfers within fund for the following funds: 
Y91 EMPLOYER’S SHARE HOLDING ACCOUNT/AUDITOR 
FROM                                                                        TO                                                                         AMOUNT 
E-9891-Y091-Y01.006 Hospitalization   E-9891-Y091-Y12.500 HSA Fund  $62.90 

Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
 Mr. Dutton Yes 
 Mr. Echemann Yes 
 Mr. Meyer Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF TRANSFERS BETWEEN FUND 
 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve the following transfers between funds as follows: 
W80 PROSECUTOR’S-VICTIM ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AND A00 GENERAL FUND 
FROM                                                             TO                                                                         AMOUNT  
E-1511-W080-P01.002 Salary R-0040-A000-A47.574 Transfers In   $2,664.21 

Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
                                                                         Mr. Dutton Yes          
 Mr. Echemann Yes      
 Mr. Meyer Yes  
  
IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS 
 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to make the following additional appropriations, in accordance with the 
Official Certificate of Estimated Resources as approved by the Budget Commission, under the October 25, 2023, date: 
A00 GENERAL FUND 
E-0111-A001-E02.002 Salary $2.203.82 
E-0111-A001-E09.003 PERS $460.39 
E-0131-A006-A04.002 Salaries-Road $1,000.00 
E10 911 FUND 
E-2200-E010-E07.000 Other Expenses $2,174.70 
E11 9-1-1 WIRELESS 
E-2301-E011-E01.011 Contract Services $12,602.14 
L05 WATERSHED COORDINATOR/BSWCD 
E-1815-L005-L01.002 Salaries $30,000.00 
E-1815-L005-L15.006 Hospitalization $10,000.00 
S30 OAKVIEW JUVENILE REHABILITATION 
E-8010-S030-S40.000 Grant Holding Account $114,118.25 
E-8010-S030-S51.002 Salaries $136,000.00 
E-8010-S030-S53.000 Medical $3,072.00 
E-8010-S030-S54.000 Food $1,500.00 
E-8010-S030-S55.010 Supplies $1,000.00 
E-8010-S030-S56.000 Motor Vehicles $800.00 
E-8010-S030-S57.000 Travel & Staff Development $500.00 
E-8010-S030-S59.000 Fuel/Utilities $16,606.00 
E-8010-S030-S60.000 Maintenance & Repair $4,671.00 
E-8010-S030-S62.000 Printing $25.00 
E-8010-S030-S66.003 PERS $26,000.00 
E-8010-S030-S67.004 Workers Comp $14,261.08 
E-8010-S030-S68.006 Hospitalization $58,000.00 
E-8010-S030-S70.005 Medicare $3,120.00 
E-8010-S030-S71.000 Education/Recreation $625.00 
S33 DISTRICT DETENTION HOME/SARGUS 
E-0910-S033-S33.002 Salaries $120,724.13 
E-0910-S033-S34.010 Supplies $5,000.00 
E-0910-S033-S40.000 Medical $9,000.00 
E-0910-S033-S67.000 Travel & Training/GS $1,000.00 
S80 CLERK OF COURTS-COMPUTER FUND 
E-1580-S080-S08.000 Computer Expenses $26,545.25 
W80 PROSECUTOR’S-VICTIM ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
E-1511-W080-P01.002 Salary $2,664.21 
  Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
    Mr. Dutton Yes  
 Mr. Echemann Yes  
 Mr. Meyer  Yes 
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING 
THEN AND NOW CERTIFICATE/AUDITOR’S 
 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to execute payment of Then and Now Certification dated October 25, 2023, 
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presented by the County Auditor pursuant to O.R.C. 5705.41(d)1, and authorizing the drawing of warrant(s) in payment of amounts due upon 
contract to order. 
 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
       Mr. Dutton  Yes 
       Mr. Echemann  Yes  
       Mr. Meyer  Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF TRANSFER OF FUNDS FOR

HOSPITALIZATION CHARGEBACKS FOR SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 2023

Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to make the following transfer of funds for

Hospitalization Chargebacks for the months of September and October 2023

From: To:

NUMBER ACCOUNT NUMBER AMOUNT

E-0170-A006-G10.000 PUBLIC DEFENDER R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 15,271.02

E-0181-A003-A11.000 BD OF ELECTIONS R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 18,112.68

E-0910-S033-S47.006 DETENTION HOME R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 41,611.76

E-1310-J000-J06.000 REAL ESTATE R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 1,022.90

E-1510-W081-P07.006 DRETAC-PROSECUTOR R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 3,432.92

E-1518-S075-S03.002 MHAS SUBSIDY GRANT R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 651.16

E-1520-S077-S04.006 CORRECTIONS ACT R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 1,716.46

E-1545-S055-S02.002 TARGETED COMM ALTERN R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 2,367.62

E-1546-S056-S04.001 PROBATION SERVICE GRANT R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 4,735.24

E-1600-B000-B13.006 DOG & KENNEL R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 12,797.40

E-1810-L001-L14.000 SOIL CONSERVATION R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 2,604.64

E-1815-L005-L15.006 WATERSHED COORD. R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 3,432.92

E-2310-S049-S63.000 MENTAL HEALTH R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 17,638.64

E-2410-S066-S80.000 BCBDD-MAIN FUND R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 166,392.04

E-2510-H000-H16.006 HUMAN SERVICES R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 174,224.62

E-2760-H010-H12.006 CHILD SUPPORT R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 23,676.20

E-2811-K200-K10.006 K-1 R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 1,302.32

E-2812-K000-K20.006 K-11 R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 63,865.84

E-2813-K000-K39.006 K-25 R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 14,205.72

E-4110-T075-T52.008 WIC R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 6,865.84

E-5005-S070-S06.006 SENIOR SERVICE PROG R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 98,797.80

E-6010-S079-S07.006 CLRK OF COURTS R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 8,816.92

E-1561-S086-S03.006 Northern Court-Special R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 3,432.92

E-1571-S087-S03.006 Eastern Court - Special R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 3,432.92

E-1551-S088-S03.006 Western Court-Special R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 3,432.92

E-8010-S030-S68.006 OAKVIEW JUVENILE R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 41,966.00

E-9799-S012-S02.006 Port Authority R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 1,302.32

 WATER DEPARTMENT  

E-3702-P005-P31.000 WWS #3 Revenue R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 73,489.48

E-3705-P053-P15.000 SSD #2 Revenue R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 17,188.56

 COUNTY HEALTH  

E-2210-E001-E15.006 County Health R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 14,001.11

E-2238-F090-F01.002 Publc Health WorkForce (WF) R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 808.81

E-2233-F085-F01.002 Child & Family Health Services R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 4,220.25

E-2211-F069-F04.000 Trailer Park R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 49.08

E-2227-F074-F06.000 Home Sewage Treatment Syst. R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 5,365.30

E-2213-F075-F02.003 Vital Stats R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 100.74
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E-2231-F083-F01.002 Public Health Em Preparedness R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 1,171.47

E-2232-F084-F02.008 Visiting Nurse R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 2,676.82

E-2239-F091-F01.002 COVID-19 Enhanced Oper. (EO) R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 1,177.16

E-2215-F077-F01.002 Reproductive Health & Wellness R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 574.27

E-2236-F088-F01.002 Get Vaccinated Program R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 1,155.33

E-2237-F089-F01.002 Intregated Naloxone Access/Infrat R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 2,186.44

E-2218-G000-G06.003 Food Services R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 4,328.10

E-2219-N050-N05.000 Water Systems R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 682.82

E-2220-P070-P01.002 Swimming Pools/Spa R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 212.50

 JUV COURT/GRANTS  

E-0400-M067-M05.008 Alternative School R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 2,604.64

E-0400-M078-M02.008 Title IV-E Reimbursement R-9891-Y091-Y01.500 5,149.38

TOTALS 874,252.00

       Upon roll call the vote was as follows:

Mr. Dutton Yes

Mr. Echemann Yes

Mr. Meyer Yes

IN THE MATTER OF Y-95 EMPLOYERS SHARE PERS/

HOLDING ACCOUNT CHARGEBACKS FOR SEPTEMBER 2023

Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to make the following transfer of funds for the 

Y-95 Employer's Share PERS/Holding Account Chargebacks for the month of September 2023.

General fund

AUDITOR E-0011-A001-B09.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 5,106.71

AUD EMPL-PERS PROP E-0012-A001-B14.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 358.40

AUD EMPL-REAL PROP E-0013-A001-B18.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 571.20

CLERK OF COURTS E-0021-A002-E09.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 3,878.97

CO. CT. EMPL E-0040-A002-G08.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 6,483.10

CO CT. APPT EMP-JUDGES E-0042-A002-J02.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 476.00

COMMISSIONERS E-0051-A001-A25.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 6,656.58

NURSES-JAIL E-0052-A001-A91.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 3,535.22

COMM-DIS SERV E-0054-A006-F05.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 1,628.50

COMM-MAINT & OP E-0055-A004-B16.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 7,977.07

9-1-1 DEPT E-0056-A006-E08.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 11,071.23

ANIMAL SHELTER E-0057-A006-F05.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 1,356.62

LEPC E-0058-A006-F02.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 116.46

COMM PLEAS CT EMPL E-0061-A002-B14.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 3,944.82

MAGISTRATE E-0063-A002-B28.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 1,314.38

ENGINEERS EMPL E-0070-A012-A08.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 1,961.33

PROBATE CT EMPL E-0081-A002-D10.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 1,742.23

PROBATE CT JUV EMPL E-0082-A002-C36.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 6,578.39

PROSECUTING ATTNY E-0111-A001-E09.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 9,343.34

RECORDER E-0121-A006-B09.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 3,691.98

SHERIFF'S (PERS) E-0131-A006-A13.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 28,433.55

TREASURER E-0141-A001-C09.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 3,196.06

CORONER E-0151-A002-F07.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 1,269.12

SOLDIER'S RELIEF E-0160-A009-D07.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 4,392.95

PUBLIC DEFENDER E-0170-A006-G09.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 4,704.84
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BD OF ELECT/EMPLY E-0181-A003-A09.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 3,346.98

POLL WORKERS E-0181-A003-A09.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 402.35

BUDGET COMM E-0210-A001-F02.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 42.00

T. B. SAN E-0300-A008-B10.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 131.18

123,711.56

DOG & KENNEL E-1600-B000-B08.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 3,087.40

COUNTY HEALTH E-2210-E001-E10.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 2,781.25

Trailer Parks E-2211-F069-F04.000 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 28.29

Home Sewage Treatment Sys E-2227-F074-F06.000 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 782.78

Vital Statistics E-2213-F075-F02.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 354.37

Family Planning E-2215-F077-F01.002 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 614.62

PHEP E-2231-F083-F01.002 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 557.75

NURSING PROGRAM E-2232-F084-F02.008 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 997.24

Child & Family Health Serv E-2233-F085-F01.002 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 669.22

Get Vaccinated Program E-2236-F088-F01.002 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 182.44

Integrated Naloxone Grant (IN) E-2237-F089-F01.002 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 291.68

Public Health Workforce (WF) E-2238-F090-F01.002 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 1,048.23

Food Service E-2218-G000-G06.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 1,380.79

Water System E-2219-N050-N05.000 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 133.42

HUMAN SERVICES E-2510-H000-H12.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 52,554.67

C.S.E.A. E-2760-H010-H07.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 8,320.16

R.E. ASSESSMENT E-1310-J000-J04.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 1,375.78

ENGINEER K-1 & K-2 E-2811-K000-K08.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 4,501.36

ENG EMP-MVGT K-11 E-2812-K000-K21.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 15,292.63

ENG EMP-BRIDGE K-25 E-2813-K000-K34.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 4,920.37

SOIL CONSERVATION E-1810-L001-L11.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 1,764.00

Watershed Coordinator E-1815-L005-L11.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 380.80

Care and Custody-C-Cap E-0400-M060-M26.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 1,338.29

M64 PLACEMENT E-0400-M064-M02.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 518.40

Alternative School E-0400-M067-M02.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 1,418.54

Title IV-E E-0400-M078-M02.008 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 1,260.95

WW#3 E-3702-P005-P29.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 18,178.60

SSD#2 E-3705-P053-P13.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 4,647.02

Bel Co Port Authority E-9799-S012-S08.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 1,626.14

OAKVIEW-JUVENILE E-8010-S030-S66.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 10,575.69

DIST DET HOME E-0910-S033-S44.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 12,013.30

MENTAL HEALTH E-2310-S049-S60.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 5,629.46

COMM PLEAS/MEDIATION SRV E-1544-S054-S02.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 16.16

TARGETED COMM ALT PRISON E-1545-S055-S02.002 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 520.63

PROBATION SERV GRNT-COMM E-1546-S056-S04.001 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 1,166.30

BCBDD-MAIN FUND E-2410-S066-S76.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 42,030.15

Bel Co Senior Programs E-5005-S070-S02.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 23,289.57

MHAS SUBSIDY GRANT E-1518-S075-S03.002 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 656.92

CORRECTIONS ACT GRNT E-1520-S077-S03.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 669.34

CLRK CRTS-TITLE DEPT E-6010-S079-S06.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 2,811.20

NORTHERN CRT-SPECIAL E-1561-S086-S02.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 632.00

EASTERN CRT-SPECIAL E-1571-S087-S02.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 538.46

WEST CRT-SPECIAL E-1551-S088-S02.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 538.64

WIC PROGRAM E-4110-T075-T52.008 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 2,004.97
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IN THE MATTER OF ACKNOWLEDGING THE BELMONT COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS RECEIVED AND REVIEWED THE FINAL SALES  
& USE TAX DISTRIBUTION REPORT FOR AUGUST 2023  
 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to acknowledge the Belmont County Commissioners received and reviewed 
the following from the Belmont County Auditor’s Office:  

• Final Sales & Use Tax Distribution Report for the month of August 2023. 
 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
       Mr. Dutton  Yes 
       Mr. Echemann  Yes  
       Mr. Meyer  Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF GRANTING PERMISSION 
FOR COUNTY EMPLOYEES TO TRAVEL 
 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann granting permission for county employees to travel as follows:  
DJFS-Jeff Felton to Lewis Center, OH, on October 30-31, 2023, to serve on the panel for new director’s training. Estimated expenses: $388.37. 
John LaRoche to Springfield, MO, on October 31-November 1, 2023, to visit a youth in a residential center. Estimated expenses: $1,19050. 

Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
       Mr. Dutton  Yes 
       Mr. Echemann  Yes  
       Mr. Meyer  Yes 

Mr. Dutton made the following announcement: The Belmont County Auction being held on Tuesday, October 31st on Hammond Road, St. 
Clairsville, will start at 3:00 p.m. instead of 4:00 p.m. 

IN THE MATTER OF APPOINTMENT TO THE  
BOARD OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to reappoint Ms. Shawn McKeen to the Belmont County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities for a four (4) year term, effective January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2027. 
 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
       Mr. Dutton  Yes  

  Mr. Echemann  Yes 
                                                                                            Mr. Meyer  Yes 

Mr. Dutton noted the Developmental Disabilities board made the recommendation.  

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING QUOTE FROM CRESCEND TECHNOLOGIES LLC/EMA 
 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve the quote from Crescend Technologies LLC, in the amount of 
$1,458.60, for one P10-2DE1-C5-001 amp for the Belmont County Emergency Management Agency. 
Note: This will be used to booster outgoing radio communications for the radios in the EOC. 
 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
       Mr. Dutton  Yes  

  Mr. Echemann  Yes 
                                                                                            Mr. Meyer  Yes 

Mr. Dutton said the EOC is a valuable asset to Belmont County. 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING ESTIMATES FROM 
BLACKIE & SONS EXCVATING & PAVING 
Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve the following estimates from Blackie & Sons Excavating & Paving to 
asphalt roadway with 2” compacted thickness of #448 material: 

• Belmont County Department of Job and Family Services offices located at 68145 Hammond Road, St. Clairsville, in the amount of 
$12,672.00, 

• Belmont County Sheriff’s Department located at 68137 Hammond Road, St. Clairsville, in the amount of $37,740.00. 
Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
       Mr. Dutton  Yes  

  Mr. Echemann  Yes 
                                                                                            Mr. Meyer  Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING ESTIMATE NUMBER 90 
FROM JST NUISANCE WILDLIFE CONTROL SERVICE 
 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve estimate number 90 from JST Nuisance Wildlife Control Service 
in the amount of $8,000.00 for pigeon removal at the Belmont County Courthouse.   
 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
       Mr. Dutton  Yes  

  Mr. Echemann  Yes 
                                                                                            Mr. Meyer  Yes 

Mr. Dutton said this was also done three to four years ago. 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF TWO 

LAW LIBRARY E-9720-W020-W03.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 282.70

DRETAC-PROSECUTOR E-1510-W081-P05.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 495.56

DRETAC-TREASURER E-1410-W082-T05.003 R-9895-Y095-Y01.500 763.28

359,353.08

       Upon roll call the vote was as follows:

Mr. Dutton Yes

Mr. Echemann Yes

Mr. Meyer Yes
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CHEVY IMPALAS FROM COURT OF COMMON PLEAS,  
JUVENILE DIVISION TO SARGUS JUVENILE CENTER 
 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to authorize the transfer of two 2015 Chevy Impalas from the Court of 
Common Pleas, Juvenile Division, to the Sargus Juvenile Center for their use. 
Note: This vehicles are no longer needed by the Court of Common Pleas, Juvenile Division. 
 Upon roll call the vote was as follows:  
 Mr. Dutton  Yes 
 Mr. Echemann  Yes 
 Mr. Meyer  Yes 

Mr. Dutton noted they are working with Sargus Director D.J. Watson on improvements needed. 

IN THE MATTER OF ENTERING INTO AGREEMENT WITH RAZE  
INTERNATIONAL FOR DEMOLITION WORK AT THE FORMER COUNTY  
HOME, BOILER HOUSE AND WATER SANITATION BUILDING 
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Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to enter into agreement with Raze International, in the amount of $168,300.00 for 
complete demolition/disposal work at the properties located at the former Belmont County Home, Boiler House and Water Sanitation building.
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Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
       Mr. Dutton  Yes 
       Mr. Echemann  Yes  
       Mr. Meyer  Yes 

Mr. Dutton said the former county home has been deemed beyond repair. The former Water Department was deemed unsafe in 2017. 
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IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING THE HEALTHY AGING GRANT AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF AGING AND BELMONT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Motion made by Mr. Echemann, seconded by Mr. Meyer to approve and authorize Commission President J. P. Dutton to sign the Healthy Aging 
Grant Agreement between the Ohio Department of Aging and Belmont County Board of Commissioners. 
Note: The grant funds will be used to address social determinants of health and to foster improved quality of life  for Older Ohioans.  
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Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
       Mr. Echemann  Yes 
       Mr. Meyer  Yes  
       Mr. Dutton  Yes 

Mr. Dutton said these are federal dollars through the COVID pandemic. The Commissioners have met with SSOBC Executive Director Lisa 
Kazmirski to discuss possible uses of the funds. He noted there are ten senior centers in Belmont County. 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING THE AGREEMENT WITH GREAT LAKES  
COMMUNITY ACTION PARTNERSHIP/WATER AND SEWER DISTRICT 
Motion made by Mr. Echemann, seconded by Mr. Meyer to approve and authorize Commission President J. P. Dutton to sign the agreement 
with Great Lakes Community Action Partnership, on behalf of the Belmont County Water and Sewer District,  in the not to exceed amount of 
$9,050.00, to complete an environmental report required by the USEPA for the Blaine Hill Gravity Force Main project, based upon the 
recommendation of Kelly Porter, Water and Sewer District Director.  
Note: The cost will be paid out of the District’s Sewer Capital Improvement N14 Fund with reimbursement expected through grant funding.  
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Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
       Mr. Echemann  Yes 
       Mr. Meyer  Yes  
       Mr. Dutton  Yes 

Mr. Dutton said this is a great project. It deals with the sewer that leaves the mall area. He thanked Senator Johnson for the funding and the 
Water and Sewer staff for getting additional funding for the project. 

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM-Ashley Barto, Flushing, stated she has noticed changes at the shelter which includes unlocking the doors and more 
marketing of the animals. She said one dog received seven applications for adoption and all were denied. The dog is now with the Road Home 
Animal Project. Ms. Barto also questioned a dog that was reported as adopted by the shelter, but she believed the dog was not picked up until 
later and died. Mr. Dutton said they would check into it. Ms. Barto said she has obtained vet records and they were not lining up with what they 
were told. Mr. Dutton said, “I’ve seen some of the stuff on social media directed toward staff at the shelter, I don’t think personally is 
appropriate.” Ms. Barto said she has been threatened on social media. Mr. Dutton said there is currently 70 dogs at the shelter which is double 
the capacity. They are trying to be accommodating as much as possible. Ms. Barto doesn’t feel the shelter page is kept up properly. Mr. Dutton 
said that oversight has been corrected. Mr. Dutton said it was brought up at a prior meeting that, per the adoption application, an applicant 
could be denied if they didn’t have a fenced in yard. He said the question is on the application, but that was not a reason for denial. Mr. Dutton 



October 25, 2023

said other non-profits have similar stipulations. Mr. Dutton said they appreciate the donations and the efforts to get the animals adopted. He 
said the shelter does market the animals. Recently there was an online event with Jordan’s Way and some of the dogs and cats were brought to 
the Courthouse Plaza on Food Truck Friday.  Mr. Dutton said everyone knows the shelter is in existence and the animals need adopted. Sandy 
Lewis, Shadyside, asked if a dog was sponsored why was it euthanized. Mr. Dutton said the sponsorship is moved on to another dog. He said,  
“We are doing our best to keep the shelter open. When the weather turns cold if there is a starving dog, it could be taken in by the shelter. If we 
close it because of population, that dog does not get a chance.” Mr. Dutton said they are considered a no-kill shelter since less than 10% of the 
dogs are euthanized. He added all euthanizations are on their record, even if that dog has not been at the shelter. If the shelter goes on a call to 
someone’s home and the animal is suffering they do what is needed to help that animal, that euthanization would be on the shelter’s record. Mr. 
Dutton said more organizations are needed to help. 

9:45 Subdivision Hearing-Mueller Lane (Private Road) 
Present: Andy Hadzima, Drafting Technician II, Engineer’s Department. Mr. Hadzima reviewed maps of the area. Multiple family members 
own the parcels and need to dedicate the road to create a private drive so when they are ready to subdivide property it will be done. If this road 
is turned over to a public road a cul-de-sac would need to be put in. 

IN THE MATTER OF FINAL PLAT APPROVAL  
FOR MUELLER LANE (PRIVATE)                              
GOSHEN TOWNSHIP, SEC. 24, T-7, R-5    

“FINAL PLAT APPROVAL” 
O.R.C. 711.05 

Motion made by Mr. Dutton to grant the final plat for the following:  
RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, this day there was presented to the Board for approval of the Final Plat for Mueller Lane (Private), Goshen Township, Sec. 24, 
T-7, R-5, which appears to be regular in form and approved by the proper parties; 
THEREFORE, said plat is hereby approved, upon recommendation of the County Engineer and with concurrence of the Township Trustees. 

Mr. Echemann seconded the motion and upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
Mr. Dutton Yes
Mr. Echemann Yes
Mr. Meyer Yes                     

I do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of Journal Entry of October 25, 2023, as recorded in Volume 108 of the 
County Commissioners’ Journal.

                                                                       Bonnie Zuzak /s/
                                                                               Bonnie Zuzak,  Clerk
cc: Engineer
     Township F.O. 
     Health Dept. 
Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
       Mr. Dutton  Yes 
       Mr. Echemann  Yes  
       Mr. Meyer  Yes 

RECESS 

10:01 Bid Opening-Engineer’s Project 23-6 BEL-CR10-22.09 Superstructure Replacement 
Mr. Dutton noted all bids were received by 10:00 a.m. 

IN THE MATTER OF BID OPENING FOR ENGINEER’S  
PROJECT 23-6 BEL-CR10-22.09 SUPERSTRUCTURE REPLACEMENT 
This being the day and 10:00 a.m. being the hour that bids were to be on file in the Commissioners’ Office for the Engineers Project 23-6 BEL-
CR10-22.09 Superstructure Replacement; they proceeded to open the following bids:  
NAME BID BOND BID AMOUNT 
OH-WV Excavating                 X      $1,897,155.75 
P.O. Box 128 
Powhatan, Point, OH 43942 
Marucci & Gaffney Excavating          X      $1,883,416.04 
18 Hogue Street 
Youngstown, OH 44502 
Shelly & Sands                 X      $1,633,090.18 
P.O. Box 66 
Rayland, OH 43943 
Engineers Estimate: $1,844,991.00 
Present: Belmont County Engineer Terry Lively  
Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to turn over all bids received for the Belmont County Engineer’s Project 23-6 BEL-
CR10-22.09 Superstructure Replacement to Belmont County Engineer Terry Lively for review and recommendation. 
Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
       Mr. Dutton  Yes 
       Mr. Echemann  Yes  
       Mr. Meyer  Yes 

RECESS 

IN THE MATTER OF ENTERING EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 10:34 A.M. 
Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to enter executive session with Katie Bayness, HR Administrator, pursuant to ORC 
121.22(G)(1) Personnel Exception to consider the employment and compensation of public employees.  
Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
       Mr. Dutton  Yes 
       Mr. Echemann  Yes  
       Mr. Meyer  Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNING EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 11:11 A.M. 
Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to exit executive session at 11:11 a.m.  
Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
 Mr. Dutton  Yes 
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 Mr. Echemann  Yes 
 Mr. Meyer  Yes 

Mr. Dutton said there is are two motions to be considered at this time as a result of executive session. 

IN THE MATTER OF ACCEPTING RESIGNATION OF  
CALIESYN BRUDZINSKI, FULL-TIME DISPATCHER/911 
 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Meyer to accept the resignation of Caliesyn Brudzinski, full-time dispatcher at Belmont 
County 911 Center, effective October 19, 2023. 
 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
     Mr. Dutton  Yes 
     Mr. Meyer  Yes 
     Mr. Echemann  Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF ACCEPTING RESIGNATION OF  
TYLER LOVEY, FULL-TIME DISPATCHER/911 
 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to accept the resignation of Tyler Lovey, full-time dispatcher at Belmont 
County 911 Center, effective November 2, 2023. 
 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
     Mr. Dutton  Yes 
     Mr. Echemann  Yes 
     Mr. Meyer  Yes 

BUDGET HEARINGS-Present: Jaclynn Smolenak, Fiscal Clerk and Lisa Vannoy, Assistant Clerk 
2024 budget requests were reviewed.  

CORONER-Present: Dr. Amanda Fisher 
$357,788.00 requested for 2024. Dr. Fisher said the overdose cases have increased, some of the other cases are down some. She put an increase 
in for other expenses to cover the cost of a new truck with a lift system. The estimated cost of a new truck is $60,000-$70,000. The lift system 
is approximately $55,000. Dr. Fisher would like to add a PRN to the staff. 

RECESS 

ANIMAL SHELTER-Dog Warden Lisa Duvall 
$208,180.00 requested for 2024 for the General Fund. Ms. Duvall said the vet bills are increasing. They are still down one part-time kennel 
staff. She said it has helped since the part-time receptionist has been hired. Ms. Duvall fills in for all positions when needed. The shelter gives 
out food to the public if the animal’s owner is not financially able to take care of them. A vehicle for transports was requested.  

RECESS 

ENGINEER: Present: County Engineer Terry Lively 
$408,631.00 requested for 2024. $40,000.00 is requested for the GIS Department. Wage increases are in next year’s budget request. Estimates 
received in the amount of $46,000 for office remodel.  

RECESS 

Reconvened Thursday, October 26, 2023 at 10:09 a.m. with Commissioners Dutton and Meyer present. Absent: Commissioner 
Echemann. 

BUDGET HEARINGS-Present: Jaclynn Smolenak, Fiscal Clerk and Lisa Vannoy, Assistant Clerk 
2024 budget requests were reviewed.  

PROBATE/JUVENILE-Present: Judge Al Davies, Jennifer Shunk, Court Administrator, D.J. Watson, Sargus Director and Lisa Rine, Sargus 
Financial Officer. 
$776,213.00 requested for Juvenile Division and $198,992.00 requested for Probate for 2024. An additional $35,000 is requested to cover 5% 
increase in salaries for 2024. Mr. Dutton explained they are considering creating a special revenue fund to cover employee payouts due to 
retirements and resignations.  

SARGUS-Present: Judge Al Davies, Jennifer Shunk, Court Administrator, D.J. Watson, Sargus Director and Lisa Rine, Sargus Financial 
Officer. 
$1,127,000.00 will be given to Sargus out of the General Fund for 2024. Mr. Watson said there should be enough funds in the salary line, even 
with the increases, till the end of the year if the money due from billings comes in. He said medical and food costs are increasing. Mr. Watson 
said the placement numbers at Future Stories fluctuate, the placement numbers at Sargus stays consistent. He said a generator could be used at 
Future Stories for when the power goes out. Mr. Dutton said the Building and Grounds Department has some generators that could possibly be 
used. Bathroom upgrades are needed at Sargus, the estimated cost is $175,000 per bathroom. Will move forward with the bidding process for 
one bathroom and possibly apply for the Capital Bill for the other one next year. 

RECESS 

BOARD OF ELECTIONS-Present: Aaron Moore, Director and Kamron Chervenak, Deputy Director 
$1,390,500.00 requested for 2024. Mr. Dutton explained they are considering creating a special revenue fund to cover employee payouts due to 
retirements and resignations. Mr. Moore said there was a slight increase in next year’s budget due to more poll workers and supplies being 
needed since there will be a presidential election. If security upgrades are needed they will receive a grant to cover the costs.  

RECESS 

Reconvened at 12:34 p.m. for additional motions to be considered.  

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING DAVID CAMPBELL,  
FULL-TIME ASSISTANT DOG WARDEN TO  
TAKE UNPAID PERSONAL LEAVE 
Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Meyer to approve David Campbell, full-time Assistant Dog Warden, to take unpaid personal 
leave October 25, 2023 through October 29, 2023. 
Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
      Mr. Dutton  Yes 
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      Mr. Meyer  Yes 
      Mr. Echemann  Absent 

IN THE MATTER OF RESCINDING MOTION OF OCTOBER 4, 2023  
AWARDING BID FOR FORMER COUNTY HOME & WATER SANITATION 
BUILDING ASBESTOS ABATEMENT PROJECT TO RECLAIM COMPANY, LLC 
  Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Meyer to rescind the motion made on October 4, 2023 awarding the bid for the 
Former County Home & Water Sanitation Building Asbestos Abatement project to low bidder Reclaim Company, LLC, in the amount of 
$20,000.00, based upon the recommendation of Vic Greco, Mills Group, Project Architect. 
Note: Reclaim indicated they misunderstood the request to bids by assuming the haz mat abatement bid was to be in conjunction with the 
demolition project and withdrew their bid. Green City who was the second lowest bid at $36,400.00 withdrew their bid for the same reason.  
 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
      Mr. Dutton  Yes 
      Mr. Meyer  Yes 
      Mr. Echemann  Absent 

IN THE MATTER OF AWARDING THE BID AND ENTERING INTO 
AGREEMENT WITH RAZE INTERNATIONAL FOR ASBESTOS ABATEMENT 
AT THE FORMER BELMONT COUNTY HOME AND WATER SANITATION BUILDING 
Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Meyer to award the bid and enter into agreement with Raze International, in the amount of 
$51,800.00 for complete asbestos abatement/disposal work at the properties located at the former Belmont County Home and Water Sanitation 
building.  
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Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 

       Mr. Dutton  Yes 
       Mr. Meyer  Yes  
       Mr. Echemann  Absent 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING MINUTES OF REGULAR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Meyer to approve the minutes of the Belmont County Board of Commissioners 
regular meeting of October 18, 2023. 

Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
       Mr. Dutton  Yes 
       Mr. Meyer  Yes  
       Mr. Echemann  Absent 
  
RECESS 
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Reconvened Monday, October 30, 2023, at 9:11 with Commissioners Dutton and Echemann present. 

BUDGET HEARING-Present: Jaclynn Smolenak, Fiscal Clerk and Lisa Vannoy, Assistant Clerk 
2024 budget requests were reviewed.  

JAIL NURSES-Present: Darcie Glover-Giordano, Head RN 
$572,500.00 requested for 2024. The copy machine will need to be replaced next year. The machine is leased through MOS. They are still short 
staffed. 10 hours a day is spent on just dealing with getting medications ready. The majority of the inmates are on psychiatric medicines. The 
jail pays for the medications unless the inmate has insurance. She suggested hiring a medical tech or pharmacy tech to take care of the 
medications, they can also do filing, etc. The nurse coverage is until midnight, but will be moving back to 24/7 coverage once a new nurse is 
hired.  



October 25, 2023

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNING 
COMMISSIONERS MEETING AT 9:44 A.M. 
Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to adjourn the meeting at 9:44 a.m. 
Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
       Mr. Dutton  Yes 
       Mr. Echemann  Yes  
       Mr. Meyer  Absent 
  
    
    
Read, approved and signed this 1st day of November, 2023. 

 J. P. Dutton /s/       

 Jerry Echemann /s/     COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 Commissioner Josh Meyer – Absent   

We, J. P. Dutton and Bonnie Zuzak, President and Clerk respectively of the Board of Commissioners of Belmont County, Ohio, do hereby 
certify the foregoing minutes of the proceedings of said Board have been read, approved and signed as provided for by Sec. 305.11 of the 
Revised Code of Ohio. 

 J. P. Dutton /s/       PRESIDENT 

 Bonnie Zuzak /s/     CLERK 
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