
April 30, 2025

St. Clairsville, Ohio	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                           April 30, 2025      

The Board of Commissioners of Belmont County, Ohio, met this day in regular session.  Present: J. P. Dutton, Jerry Echemann and Vince 
Gianangeli, Commissioners and Bonnie Zuzak, Clerk of the Board.  
	  

MEETINGS ARE NOW BEING RECORDED 
ALL DISCUSSIONS ARE SUMMARIZED.  FOR COMPLETE PROCEEDINGS 

PLEASE SEE CORRESPONDING CD FOR THIS MEETING DAY. 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING RECAPITULATION  
OF VOUCHERS FOR THE VARIOUS FUNDS 

Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve and sign all bills that have been certified in the Auditor's office 
and considered by the Board.   It is hereby ordered that the County Auditor issue his warrant on the County Treasurer in payment of the bills 
allowed: 
IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $1,142,928.38 
	 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes 
	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF TRANSFERS WITHIN FUND  
	 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve the following transfers within fund for the following funds: 
A00 GENERAL FUND 
FROM	                                                                              TO                                                                         AMOUNT 
E-0040-A002-G08.003 PERS	 	 	 	 E-0042-A002-J02.003 PERS	 	 	 $245.17 
E-0051-A001-A50.000 Budget Stabilization	 	 E-0059-A009-A00.002 Salary	 	 	 $8,000.00 
E-0051-A001-A50.000 Budget Stabilization	 	 E-0059-A009-A01.003 PERS	 	 	 $2,000.00 
B00 DOG & KENNEL FUND 
FROM	                                                                              TO                                                                         AMOUNT 
E-1600-B000-B13.006 Hospitalization	 	 	 E-1600-B000-B02.002 Salaries-Employees	 $12,930.48 
E-1600-B000-B13.006 Hospitalization	 	 	 E-1600-B000-B07.000 Veterinary Services	 $382.88 
E-1600-B000-B13.006 Hospitalization	 	 	 E-1600-B000-B08.003 PERS	 	 	 $147.95 
N22 WWS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS/BCWSD 
FROM                                                                       	 TO	                                                                       	 AMOUNT 
E-9022-N022-N16.000 Asset Management 	 	 E-9022-N022-N04.055 Contract Projects	 $2,000,000.00 
E-9022-N022-N18.074 Transfers Out	 	 	 E-9022-N022-N19.000 Materials 	 	 $200,000.00 

Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 Mr. Dutton	 Yes 
	 Mr. Echemann	 Yes 
	 Mr. Gianangeli  Yes 
	    	 	  
IN THE MATTER OF TRANSFERS BETWEEN FUND 
	 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve the following transfers between funds as follows: 
P05 WATER WORKS FUND AND N22 WWS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT/BCWSD 
FROM                                                            	 TO	                                                                        	 AMOUNT  
E-3702-P005-P34.074 Transfers Out	 R-9022-N022-N08.574 Transfers In	 	 	 $3,400.00 
P53 SANITARY SEWER DISTRICT FUNDS AND N14 SSD CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT/BCWSD 
FROM	 TO	 	 	 	 	 	 	 AMOUNT 
E-3705-P053-P16.074 Transfers Out	 R-9014-N014-N07.574 Transfers In	 	 	 $200.00 

Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
                                                                        	 Mr. Dutton	 Yes  	      	  
	 Mr. Echemann	 Yes	    	  
	 Mr. Gianangeli  Yes	  

IN THE MATTER OF GRANTING PERMISSION 
FOR COUNTY EMPLOYEES TO TRAVEL 
	 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann granting permission for county employees to travel as follows:  
DJFS-Shannon Weekley and Ed Braun, Jr. to San Diego, CA. on April 30-May 1, 2025, to bring a foster child back to Belmont County. 
Estimated expenses: $2,344,40. 

Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING MINUTES OF REGULAR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
	 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve the minutes of the Belmont County Board of Commissioners 
regular meeting of April 23, 2025. 

Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING 
THEN AND NOW CERTIFICATE/AUDITOR’S 
	 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to execute payment of Then and Now Certification dated April 30, 2025, 
presented by the County Auditor pursuant to O.R.C. 5705.41(d) 1, and authorizing the drawing of warrant(s) in payment of amounts due upon 
contract to order. 
	 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 
IN THE MATTER OF HIRING KELSEY FLADING AS FULL-TIME 
HUMAN RESOURCE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/COMMISSIONERS 

Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve the hire of Kelsey Flading, full-time Human Resource 
Administrative Assistant for the Belmont County Commissioners, effective May 5, 2025. 
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Note: This is a replacement position. 
	 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	  
IN THE MATTER OF ACCEPTING PROPOSAL AND TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
FROM H. E. NEUMANN COMPANY/JAIL 

Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to accept proposal and terms and conditions from H. E. Neumann Company 
in the amount of $30,223.00 to cut out existing main sanitary sewer that is damaged and replace with PVC piping, replace floor drains in the 
men’s restroom and test replaced sanitary piping before backfill at the Belmont County Jail. 

Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	  
IN THE MATTER OF AWARDING BID FOR THE BELMONT COUNTY  
ENGINEER’S PROJECT 25-2 2025 CHIP SEAL PROGRAM TO SC CONSTRUCTION & MATERIALS, LLC 

Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to award the bid for the Belmont County Engineer’s Project 25-2 2025 Chip 
Seal Program to low bidder SC Construction & Materials, LLC, in the amount of $1,435,375.80, based upon the recommendation of Terry 
Lively, Belmont County Engineer. 
Note: Engineer’s estimate: $1,556,110.80. 
	 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes 
	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF ENTERING INTO AN OIL AND GAS LEASE 
BY AND BETWEEN THE BELMONT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
AND ASCENT RESOURCES-UTICA, LLC 
Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to enter into an Oil and Gas Lease by and between the Belmont County 
Commissioners and Ascent Resources - Utica, LLC, effective April 30, 2025, in the amount of $6,500 per net leasehold acre for 1.7315 acres, 
located in Richland Township, for a five-year term, 20% royalty. Total Payment Amount: $11,254.75. 
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Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 
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IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING PAY REQUEST NUMBER 2 (4/7/2025 TO 4/20/2025) 
FROM OHIO-WEST VIRGINIA EXCAVATING CO/ WEST END FORCE MAIN IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 

Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve Pay Request Number 2 (4/7/2025 to 4/20/2025) from Ohio-West 
Virginia Excavating Co., in the amount of $77,224.80 for the West End Force Main Improvements Project, based upon the recommendation of 
Belmont County Water & Sewer District Director Kelly Porter. 
	 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING PAY REQUEST NUMBER 7 (THROUGH 3/28/2025) 
FROM BORDER PATROL, LLC/EASTSIDE LIFT STATION PROJECT 
	 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve Pay Request Number 7 (through 3/28/2025) from Border Patrol, 
LLC, in the amount of $60,937.64, for the Eastside Lift Station Project, based upon the recommendation of Belmont County Water & Sewer 
District Director Kelly Porter. 
	 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING TO SERVE NOTICE OF CANCELLATION  
OF CURRENT BUSINESS ORDER AGREEMENT WITH COMCAST FOR  
SERVICE AT THE BELMONT COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 
	 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve to serve notice of cancellation of the current Business Service 
Order Agreement with Comcast for service at the Belmont County Animal Shelter per the Business Services Customer Terms and Conditions.  
	 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING THE QUOTE AND SUBSCRIBER  
AGREEMENT WITH BELMONT GIG/ANIMAL SHELTER 
	 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve the quote and the Subscriber Agreement with Belmont GIG, in the 
monthly amount of $135.00, for internet service at the Belmont County Animal Shelter. 
	 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF ENTERING INTO THE SERVICES AND  
PRODUCTS AGREEMENT WITH BRESCO BROADBAND/ANIMAL SHELTER 
	 Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to enter into the Services and Products Agreement with Bresco Broadband, in 
the monthly amount of $201.40 for a three-year term for phone services and a one-time fee of $1,592.00 for equipment at the Belmont County 
Animal Shelter 
	 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF ADOPTING THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER PROCLAMATION 
Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to adopt the National Day of Prayer Proclamation. 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
WHEREAS, National Day of Prayer was first observed by members of the Continental Congress in 1775, and President Truman signed a joint 
resolution declaring an annual National Day of Prayer in 1952; and 
WHEREAS, the 100th United States Congress passed a resolution on May 5, 1988, proclaiming the observance of the National Day of Prayer 
on the first Thursday of May each year thereafter; and 
WHEREAS, prayer plays a powerful role in the lives of people of all cultures, religions and backgrounds, and serves as a source of moral and 
spiritual guidance for million throughout the nation; and  
WHEREAS, we unite with fellow citizens to exercise the freedom we have to gather in prayer to seek guidance, provision, protection, and 
purpose for the benefit of every individual; and  
WHEREAS, the National Day of Prayer belongs to all Americans and is as important to our nation today as it was in the beginning. It is a day 
that transcends differences, bringing together citizens from all backgrounds.   
NOW, THEREFORE, WE, the Board of Belmont County Commissioners do hereby designate May 1, 2025, as National Day of Prayer for 
Belmont County and encourage prayer for the benefit of our communities, county and nation. 
Adopted this 30th day of April, 2025 
	 	 	 	 	 	 BELMONT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
	 	 	 	 	 	 J.P. Dutton /s/	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 Jerry Echemann /s/	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 Vince Gianangeli /s/	 	 	 	  
	 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

RECESS 

Barnesville Shamrocks and St. Clairsville Red Devils High School Cheerleaders 
Re: Resolutions Honoring Cheerleaders 
	  
IN THE MATTER OF ADOPTING THE RESOLUTIONS HONORING THE BARNESVILLE 
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SHAMROCKS AND ST. CLAIRSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL RED DEVILS CHEERLEADERS 
Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to adopt the resolutions honoring the Barnesville Shamrocks and St. 

Clairsville High School Red Devils Cheerleaders. 
RESOLUTION 

HONORING THE BARNESVILLE 
SHAMROCKS 

HIGH SCHOOL  
CHEERLEADING SQUAD 

WHEREAS, the Barnesville Shamrocks High School Cheerleading Squad is the school spirit leader for the athletic teams, students, 
parents and fans; and  

WHEREAS, the Barnesville Shamrocks High School Cheerleading Squad is led by Head Coach Abby McClelland and Assistant 
Coach Amanda Sobutka; and  

WHEREAS, the Barnesville Shamrocks High School Cheerleading Squad, through their hard work, commitment and perseverance, 
was named the OVAC 3A Champions for the fourth year in a row; and  

WHEREAS, the squad, was recognized as the champion in Division V OHSAA Game Day State Championship. The squad also had 
the highest scores for Band Chant, Crowd Leading and Fight Song; and 

WHEREAS, the squad was named as the champion in the OAC State Non-building Game Day,  as well as champions in OAC State 
Non-building which is a testament to their dedication and many hours of practice.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Belmont County Commissioners, on behalf of all county residents, do hereby 
honor the Barnesville Shamrocks High School Cheerleading Squad and Head Coach Abby McClelland and Assistant Coach Amanda Sobutka, 
for the level of success achieved and congratulates them on their outstanding performance and fine representation of Belmont County. 
Adopted this 30th day of April 2025. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 BELMONT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
	 	 	 	 	 	 J. P. Dutton /s/	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 Jerry Echemann /s/	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 Vince Gianangeli /s/	 	 	 	  

RESOLUTION 
HONORING THE ST. CLAIRSVILLE 

HIGH SCHOOL RED DEVILS  
CHEERLEADERS 

WHEREAS, the St. Clairsville High School Red Devils Cheerleading Squad is the school spirit leader for the athletic teams, students, 
parents and fans; and  

WHEREAS, the Cheerleading Squad receives superb instruction and steadfast motivation from 1st year head coach Kara Kapiskosky; 
and  

WHEREAS, the St. Clairsville Red Devils Cheerleading Squad, through their hard work, commitment and perseverance, has won 17 
consecutive OVAC cheering championship 4-A titles; and  

WHEREAS, the squad has won 13 state titles and won the OHSAA Game Day Division IV State Championship four years in a row; 
and  

WHEREAS, the squad has participated and won numerous titles and the respect of many within the sport and the various 
accomplishments of this outstanding group of young women is a testament to their dedication and many hours of practice.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Belmont County Commissioners, on behalf of all county residents, do hereby 
honor the St. Clairsville Red Devils Cheerleading Squad and Coach Kara Kapiskosky, for the level of success achieved and congratulates them 
on their outstanding performance and fine representation of Belmont County. 
Adopted this 30th day of April, 2025. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 BELMONT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
	 	 	 	 	 	 J. P. Dutton /s/	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 Jerry Echemann /s/	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 Vince Gianangeli /s/	 	 	 	  
	 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

RECESS 

IN THE MATTER OF ENTERING EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 11:36 A.M 
Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to enter executive session with Hannah Warrington, HR Manager, pursuant to ORC 
121.22(G)(1) Personnel Exception to consider the employment and discipline of public employees. 
Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

Scott Larkin, Facilities Director, was present until 11:56 a.m. 

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNING EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 1:53 P.M. 
Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to exit executive session at 1:53 p.m.  
Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

Mr. Dutton said as a result of executive session there are no motions to be considered. 

IN THE MATTER OF ENTERING EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 1:53 P.M 
Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to enter executive session with Hannah Warrington, HR Manager, pursuant to ORC 
121.22(G)(1) Personnel Exception to consider the termination of a public employee. 
Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNING EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 1:58 P.M. 
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Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to exit executive session at 1:58 p.m.  
Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

Mr. Dutton said as a result of executive session there is one motion to be considered. 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING THE TERMINATION 
OF MICHAEL BELON, FULL-TIME BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
MAINTENANCE/HOUSEKEEPING EMPLOYEE 

Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to approve the termination of Michael Belon, full-time Building and Grounds 
Maintenance/Housekeeping employee, effective May 2, 2025, and advise his supervisor to notify him of the same. 
	 Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNING 
COMMISSIONERS MEETING AT 2:05 P.M. 
Motion made by Mr. Dutton, seconded by Mr. Echemann to adjourn the meeting at 2:05 p.m. 
Upon roll call the vote was as follows: 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Dutton	 	 Yes 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Echemann	 	 Yes	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr. Gianangeli	 	 Yes 
	  
	 	 	  
	  

	 	 	  
Read, approved and signed this 7th day of May, 2025. 

	 J. P. Dutton /s/	 	 	 	 	  

	 Jerry Echemann /s/	 	 	 	  COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

	 Vince Gianangeli /s/	 	 	 	  

We, J. P. Dutton and  Bonnie Zuzak, President and Clerk respectively of the Board of Commissioners of Belmont County, Ohio, do hereby 
certify the foregoing minutes of the proceedings of said Board have been read, approved and signed as provided for by Sec. 305.11 of the 
Revised Code of Ohio. 

	 J. P. Dutton /s/	 	 	 	 	 	  PRESIDENT 

	 Bonnie Zuzak /s/	 	 	 	  CLERK 
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